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Haveli SangeetAncient Tradition of Brij Bhumi

- Dr. Namrta Mishra
“Raga-Ragini Alaukik Upajat, Nritya Sangeet alag lag lage !
Rag hi me Rang Rahyo, Rang Samudra m&e dou Jaage !!
-KelimaaSvami Haridas

Brij bhoomi does not refer to an area, with clearly defined political or
administrative boundaries. It reflects the land called “Brij Kshetra”, which is used in
the oldest accounts of Lord Krisha@hildhood playful activities, full of hills, forests,
ponds and groves and sacred places associated with Ksisildhood years are
located.

In Brij boomi, all the streams of devotional traditions\tdishnav-
Sampradaya are very deeply rooted in its culture and life $tygermain streams of
Vaishnava Sampradaya are —

1.Vallabh Sampradaya or Pushtimigas

2. Raddha Vallabh Sampradaya

3. Haridasi or Sakhi - Sampradaya

4. Gaudiya - Sampradaya

5. Nimbark - Sampradaya

6. Ramanuja - Sampradaya
Rhythm and melody are important and very ancient elements of mhsiscience
and Philosophy of Music admit, that music itself is a limitless universal consciousness,
which saturates and inspires all the sentient and insentient beings.

The structure of music is the phenomenal one, as it moves on the human
plane, entertains the mind of the living beings, and creates aesthetic sentiments and
beauty which lead us to heavenly pleasure and peace. Music is the essential part of
all the Bhakti #eams oWaishnav - Sampradaya forfefing the God. Music is truly
connected with the Bhakti traditions of Brij Bhooifihe ancient and famous musical
tradition of temple music is called as Haveli Sangeet, in Brij Bhumi.

“Haveli Sangeet” belongs to théallabha Sampradaya or Pushtigiga
Sampradayarhis singing and drumming (Pakhawaj) tradition is the oldest in the
history of Indian MusicThis tradition or style includes all the ornaments of singing
like — Gamak, Meend, Khatka, Murk\lap, Taan etc. It is considered to be the
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mother tradition of all the singing styles of mudibere are particular Ragdslas,
Rasa, and Padatics) for daily worship tradition, or routine fixed for weekly
monthly, seasonal, rituals and for fdifent festival and occasions of Brij Bhoomi.

We can still see the existence of this singing tradition, in the most of
Pushtimagiya temples of Brij, but the structure of this tradition is deteriorating day
by day So this is the need to preserve this cultural heritage of India.

Devotional Traditions of Brij Boomi :-

The nectar of Bhakti or devotion not only flowed from the devotee towards
the Lord, but also flowed into the hearts of millions of Indians down the centuries.
Vallabhacharya (1473-1531), the philosopher SaiAhdhra Pradesh, popularized
Krishna Bhakti the grossrutdmong those who followed his footsteps in the North,
were Surdas (1483-1563) and Mira Bai (1503-1573), who flooded the entire North
India with their songs and devotional fervour

Brij Bhoomi has contributed a lot towards Indian culture through its rich
heritageThe ethos of Brij Bhoomi is centered on Krishna and his tdlbis is the
reason why all th¥aishnava streams, related with Krishna Bhakti, have developed
as whole in this area. So there are lots of temples and devotional followers of all the
main six streams ofaishnav - Sampradaya.

Devotional Traditions and Bhakti Sangeet :-

Brij Bhoomi is steeped in Hindu tradition, which is visible everywhéhe.
temples, river front, and ponds, daily rituals and singing and dancing are all centres
of religious activity From early morning till dusk devotees throng the holy places.
The reawakening of the Brij dham can be attributed to many\gaesitnav as saints
and Krishna's devotees, but among them Narayan Bhatt, Chaitanya Mahaprabhhu,
Vallabhacharya, Sri Hita Harivansh, Swami Ramanuja etc are recognized to be the
earliest founders of all tAéaishnavas streanll these saints were great musicians
and they have played a very important role to music in their daily worEhgre are
eight specified time schedules (Eight Prahaksittayaam worship tradition) in all
the streams oVaishnava SampradayBhey have dikerent names for their music
styles such as Haveli Sangeet, Devalaya Sangeet, Samaj Gayan, Kirtan - Parampara,
Naam - Sankirtan etc.

The most famous devotional music of Brij Bhoomi is Haveli - Sangee which
belongs tovallabha Sampradaya of Swawallabhacharya.

Characteristics of Haveli Sangeet:-
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The worship tradition oVallabh Sampradaya is divided into three main
elements, that is, “SringaBhog and Raga'Which means the decoration of God,
the food ofering rituals of God and the music for God accordinghe classical
singing form Dhrupad is the major song form of this Haveli Sangeet traditien.
famous “Ashtachhap” Poetd and Musicians of this Sampradaya the prominent
features, are of thigallabhaVaishnbav 8eam.These eight poets are :- Kumbhan
Das, Krishna Das, Surdas, Paramananda Das, Govind Swami, Chheet Swami,
Chaturbhuj Das and Nand Dd%e music of Haveli Sangeet is set on the lyrics or
poems of only these eight composers and poets.

Different Ragas anflalas are strictly decided by all these poet/musicians
and no change is accepted by the singer saiMth the changes of festivals and
seasons, the ragas and talas are suppose to useenty from the daily chanting.

The main Ragas d&fallabh Sampradays’Haveli Sangeet is Dev Gandhar
Ramkali, BhairayVibhas, Malkans, Bilawal, Lalit, SuhAsawari, Sarang, Nat,
Poorvi, Gauri, Khamaj, Kalyan, Kanhara, Hamir and KedarTéte.fixed talas for
the singing are chartal (12 Beats), Dhamar tala (14 Béata)chautal (14 Beats),

Aadi tala and teen tala (16 Beats), Jhaptal and Sooltala (10 Beats) and Jhoomara tala
(14 Beats).

“gfgem wfa-wfa 99 99E |
T HEd H IR T W&, ¥ At gERe |
Conclusion :-

Culture is the reflection of an individugbr a natiors values, beliefs, outlook
of life and mode of living. Culture is the external expression of the inner philosophy
of life of the person or nation abides by India, philosophy is deeply influenced by
religion, and therefore culture is also influenced by religion.

TheVallabha tradition directly contributed to the theory and practice of music,
with it's singing tradition, called as “Haveli SangeeThe religious and musical
procedures of the followers of this tradition were systematizatldgbhacharys
son, GoswamVitthalnath jeeThe “Ashtachhap”’poets and musicians group was
established by him itselfhis tradition of poets and musician, saints, created a rich
tapestry of temple based musikldveli Sangeet”.

The temples of Gujrat and some places in Uttar Pradesh were called as
Haveli, like Thakur jee ki Haveli, Madhav Jee ki Haveli, Kanha Jee ki Haveli etc.
This is the reason why the music traditiovallabha Sampradaya was named “Haveli
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Sangeet”.This singing tradition is still existed there in most ofadabhavaishnav
anite temples in Braj.

Vallabha Sampradaya was also known as PushgigeaiSampradaya.
Jagadgurw/allabhacharya proclaimed “Njuna Bhakti”, which is the best of all
Bhakti magas. Pushtimagrmeans Seva Mathe way of servivelhe Path to serve
the Lord with greedless and unconditional Ioliee song of praises i.e. “Kirtanas”
are sung before the Lord in variousfelient Ragas, with fixed instruments and in
various talas, according to seasons and festivetie heritage of Indian classical
music is the only reason of the appearance of this Universe is the desire of the Supreme
Being, Lord Shri Krishna, for divine play
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Varsatile Features in Mrichchakatika
- Kavita Bisaria

There are many images (Rupaka) in Sanskrit. Being varied too, they all seem
to move in the same directioAlthough UttarRamcharita, Mudra Rakchasa and
Mrichchakatika are extinct because of their theme, yet Mrichchakatik is wonderful
because of its incidental facts. It has got success and fame because of its incidental
pace A story must move forword through acting and this fact appears tiitigein
‘Mrichchakatika’ itself appears wonderful, which is based on an incident.

Charudattas son watches his neighbsison, playing with gold-cart and now
does not want to play with clay cart. He becomes too much fascinated for the gold-
cart and goes to Basantsena with Radnika. She gives him gold Jewelléfietc.
in recovered in the court latter on. Due to which poor Charudutt receives the elegation
of murdering Basantsena.

Like other Rupakas (images) the story is not related with any othey story
play or soon, but the theme has been related with the middle class. Jousetythe
only realistic play of Sanskrit which seems to move forward towards Idedlism.
world is surrounded by thieves, gamblers, shrewed, political conspirators, monks,
vagabonds, police fi€ials, harlots etcThere are many beautiful references too,
which are of high standard.

Although there was no any hurdle in showing lovaiabf a prostitute with
a high standard civilian, it could be shown easily but the situation, in which it all
happened, was elegant. Kiagjrothefin-law named ‘Shakatoves herand moving
against him was impossible while Charudutt, being of upper cast too, was poor and
helpless. So in that condition this love story could not go faiftherpolitical element
lacks in Bhas-Charudutt tale.

Instead “Mrichchkatik” deals with each and every branch of the society in a
very natural wayand each character has some specific characteristic. Genarally
other Sanskrit Rupakas some characters are used as representative characters butin
Mrichchkatikam, Characters have their distinct personality Pious-hedittbdcomes
‘Shakars’ servant only for his for his living and is being humiliated by him.
‘Sharvilak’, who is a Brahimirg son, although knows, that stealing is an evil, then
too involves himself in that act because of love only
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In fact, Mrichchkatikam is endowed with comedy as well as agamgasm
as well as miseryoetics as well as talent, kindness as well as humanity

However every character adopts and deals with specific feature. But characters
of ‘Charudutt'and ‘Basantsendiave been created in a very gracious.\daarudutt
is Brahmin by stratum (caste) but is a great businessman. His personality appears
with a good mixture of masculinity and Brahmanism. He has been shown as
debauchery and strong enough by charaktiee Malti-Madhava, he does not fall in
love by himselfAll the love-related attempts have been shown by Basantsena, only
to be his bride. It would also not be appropriate to say that he remained conservative
because of his poverty because when he finds Basantsena being attracted to him, he
remains gravel he whole Ujjain is impressed by his noble charaatannercivility
etc. He became the victim of poverty because of his nature of abandonment; Now
the main feature of his character is that he is poverty stricken. Sometimes he feels
frustration because of his poverty and he prefers death better than such critical life
but he never lets himself imbalanced. He realizes the best about rise and fall of life.
His acting is not like an ideal hero. He neither looks suspiciously to Basantsena not
thinks her Charactcrless, but establishes her love as an error done in youth.

‘T hericef Taded sl stean demusenefa 7 i) (TR k)

Basantsena’character is also endowed withgir love, renunciation and
truth. Howevershe realizes prostuseJob a reckless Job and henceforth decides to
be a housewife. She neither possetis gravity of a wife like Sita nor has the glimpse
of subordination like Malti. But in case of renunciation and generosiity is
incomparable. while condermmning the gold-coins, sent by King's biiothaw,
she tells her Mother who praises Shakar that if she wanted her daughter to be alive,
she must never keep such type of proposal further

Drama Mrichchakatik carries forward with the extemporary stories of spciety
administration and destiniKeeping all this in mind, the drama leaves &edgnt
impact.

This is a serious matter to think that can this drama be acted in one sitting or
some screening is needed. Sri HeWhywWelse opposes it :-

“The whole is very much of a peace and for more than the some of its
constituent partAlthough part one, than many conceivably be given without part
two, the latter cannot be given, without part onie&st are to a remarkable degree
accumulativeThe relation is not more than of a pedestal to its statue, it is that of a
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growing oganism from the trunk spring the many branches with their surprisingly
abundant foliage”

Dr. Ryder was also of the same opinion that not a single scene may be avoided
in the drama-

“In the little clay cart, at any rate we could ilk&id to spare a single scene.”
Shudrak has also accepted the invisible. style of compositiomuis@ an arborinal
metaphorthe eye of an audience is led to realize the construction of the tree not by
proceeding from the stem outwards but by proceeding from the tips of the branches
inwards.

No doubt that the drama is an exception, on classical ground but some
negligency also exist$here is a great prohibition to meet aguirgirl and a harlot
on the stage.

AferaAfsmarorREarmeaTearETm)

TEATdl IF Hoq T aF AANET HAt
Tfe AerAfagad T HerAEETE JaTA|
AT FHATATIH T AVISATAHATT N ~ ATLEH-20/55-56

Dhuta and Basantsena, not only comes together on the stage but they hug
also each other although their meeting is quite friendly and represents a specific
feature in the drama.

No other drama in Sanskrit represents the contemporary life of society and
politics as much as Mrichchkatik In fact, this drama covers broadly the society
civilization culture and administrative management.

So far as religion in concerned, ancient Hindu religion exists in the whole
drama,Charudutt announces to keep his familginithrough chanting/aidik-
Mantras.

TEIAURYG e aTad ¥ g5 FiagsssmEy: g

U TRUTEIME SaHE TR HE g U Sumr|

- goehidehH, 10-12

Cows and Brahmins were seen with digrigt only holy hearted charudutt,
butVit and Shawarak too were aware of doing evil #&sgtrology was also popular
at that time.

India is an agriculture prone countBrosperity of our country depends on
farming. Unfortunatelyagricultural condition at that time was not good. Farmers
had to face drought causing want of grains.
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In Mrichchkatik period, country was distributed in small stakesse states
were self dependent. Ujjaini was also a state wherak had gifted the property of
Kushawati to Charudutall the kings remained anxious to grab more and more
states.

However Mrichehkatik is consided an excellent drama because of its theme.
The drama not only deals with all the necessary features but proceeds with realism.
Glimpses of social life and political background is also distinct-Thematic approach
of the drama is so valuable that it is popular not only in India but across the world.
The drama ia appropriate for theater and cimema purpose too.
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